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SUBJECT: CALCUTTA PRESS ACCUSATIONS AGAINST FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 
IN THE NORTHEAST 

1 . CONGEN CALCUTTA REPORTS THAT THE JANUARY 1 EDITION OF THE 
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE DAILY "AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA" CARRIED A FRONT- 
PAGE ARTICLE ALLEGING SINISTER ACTIVITIES BY "FOREIGN MISSIONARIES" 
IN THE TERAI AREA OF NORTHEAST INDIA. CITING AS HIS SOURCE A 
REPORT PREPARED BY THE "INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT OF THE CENTRAL 
GOVT," THE AUTHOR CHARGED INTER ALIA THAT MOST OF THE FOREIGN 
MISSIONARIES IN THE AREA WERE ENGAGED IN "ANTI-INDIAN 
ACTIVITIES" BEHIND THE FACADE OF THEIR HUMANITARIAN WORK, THAT 
THE MISSIONARY CENTERS WERE CONTROLLED BY PRIESTS FROM BELGIUM, 
CANADA AND THE U.S; THAT SOME OF THE CENTERS HAD ORGANIZED FAMILY 
PLANNING SEMINARS AMONG THE TRIBALS OF THE HILLS, AND THAT A"CAL- 
CUTTA NUN" HAD ADDRESSED THESE SEMINARS URGING PEOPLE TO OPPOSE 
THE FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM AS "ANTI-CHRISTIAN". 

2. THE JANUARY 3 EDITION OF "JUGANTAR, A BENGALI- LANGUAGE 
AFFILIATE OF THE "PATRIKA", CARRIED A LEAD EDITORIAL ALONG THE 
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SAME LINES. 

3. THE JANUARY 6 "PATRIKA" CARRIES A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
FROM CATHOLIC CARDINAL PICACHY REPLYING TO THE ACCUSATIONS 
IN THE JANUARY 1 "PATRIKA" ARTICLE. SAYING THAT THE ARTICLE 
DEEPLY OFFENDED THE SENSIBILITIES OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 

THE CARDINAL WROTE THAT THE "PATRIKA" ARTICLE WAS ALMOST IDENTI 
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CAL TO A PIECEKARRIED IN A SEPTEMBER 1976 ISSUE OF A "WELL- 
KNOWN BOMBAY WEEKLY". (I.E. "BLITZ"). IN THAT SAME MONTH, 

WROTE PICACHY, THE CATHOLIC ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITIES DREW THE 
ATTENTION OF WEST BENGAL AUTHORITIES TO THESE ALLEGATIONS AND 
WERE ASSURED THAT THE GOVT "KNEW AND APPRECIATED THE WORK OF 
THE FATHERS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS" WORKING IN THE AREA UNDER 
QUESTION. PICACHY ADDED THAT WHILE ON A TOUR OF THE AREA THE 
ARCHBISHOP OF CALCUTTA AND TWO LOCAL BISHOPS HAD BEEN ASSURED 
BY LOCAL OFFICIALS OF THE "INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTION" WHICH 
MISSIONARIES HAD MADE TO THE PROGRESS OF THE AREA. IN A RE- 
JOINDER. THE (UNNAMED) AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLE REBUTTED THE CARDI- 
NAL'S STATEMENTS, CLAIMING THAT THE SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION 
WAS THE GOVT REPORT ITSELF AND DENYING ANY CONNECTION WITH THE 
"BOMBAY WEEKLY". 

4. COMMENT: NO SUCH ALLEGATIONS HAVE APPEARED IN THE DELHI 
PRESS NOR, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, IN ANY OTHER NEWSPAPERS OUTSIDE 
OF CALCUTTA. WE HAVE NOT RAISED THE SUBJECT WITH GOI 
AUTHORITIES 
SCHNEIDER 
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